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DECLARATION OF PROF. GAIL McMILLAN 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

I, Prof. Gail McMillan, hereby declare as follows: 

1 . I am the Director of the Digital Library and Archives at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University ("Virginia Tech"), and am familiar with the procedures used to process and 
catalog the theses of Virginia Tech graduate students. 

2. Beginning January 1, 1997, Virginia Tech required its students to submit electronic 
theses and dissertations - hardcopy paper versions were no longer accepted after this date. 

3. Once an electronic thesis or dissertation ("ETD") receives final approval by the Graduate 
School, there are three options for access and/or viewing of the thesis or dissertation: 

a) Withheld - The ETD is not available to anyone for 1-3 years, 

b) VA Tech-only- The ETD is available for 1-3 years only to members of the university 
community (i.e., faculty, staff, and students) who have VT personal identifiers and passwords, 

c) Released - The ETD is available to anyone. 



4. The ETD database and library catalog records containing information relevant to a Ph.D. 
thesis by Mary Prater, titled "Immunotoxicity of Dermal Permethrin and Cis-Urocanic Acid: 
Effects of Chemical Mixtures in Environmental Health" (Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University), show the following dates: 

Defense Date : March 8, 2002 
Release Date : April 26, 2003 
Online Catalog Entry Date : October 28 , 2003 

5 . There is no record that the Prater ETD was VA-Tech-only accessible prior to its April 26, 
2003 release date. 

6. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true. These statements are made with the knowledge 
that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent resulting therefrom. 

Signed this day of February, 201 1 . 



Signed: 




